Chronic wuchereriasis presenting as a vaginoperineal fistula: report of a case with aspiration cytologic diagnosis.
Filariasis is often an occult disease with myriad presentations. Cytology has an established role in diagnosing clinically unsuspected cases. A 20-year-old female presented with recurring perineal ulcers, vaginal discharge and inguinal lymphadenopathy. Radiology revealed a vaginoperineal fistula. Fine needle aspiration (FNA) of the ulcer bed and smears prepared from the ulcer discharge showed an adult, gravid, female filarial worm and unsheathed larvae. Similar microfilariae were also seen in FNA smears from inguinal lymph nodes. The atypical clinical presentation and unusual parasite morphology posed initial difficulties in characterization of the microfilarial species. This case report highlights the morphologic clues to the dif ferential diagnosis offilarial species on cytologic specimens. Chronic wuchereriasis presenting as a vaginoperineal fistula has not been reported previously.